
A New Digital Assets 
Taxonomy 

datonomyTM



Datonomy aims to provide a consistent, 
standardized way to help market participants view 
and analyze the digital assets ecosystem.

Class Sector Subsector

Digital 
Currencies

Value Transfer Coins Value Transfer Coins

Specialized Coins
Meme Coins

Privacy Coins

Remittance Coins

Blockchain  
Infrastructure

Smart Contract Platforms Smart Contract Platforms

Blockchain Utilities
Network Scaling

Cross-Chain Interoperability

Blockchain Networks

Application Utilities

Oracles

Digital Identity

Governance Tools

Software Development

Digital Asset 
Applications

Decentralized 
Finance

Decentralized Exchanges

Derivatives Trading

Decentralized Lending

Stablecoin Issuers

Prediction Markets

Asset Management

Crowd Funding

Insurance

Intermediated 
Finance

Intermediated Lending

Payments Platforms

Private Exchanges

Business 
Services

Professional Services

Enterprise

Information 
Technology

Data Marketplaces

Compute, Storage, & Privacy

Wallets & Messaging

Internet of Things

Metaverse
Virtual Worlds

Gaming

NFT Ecosystems

Media Services
Advertising

Content & Streaming

On-Chain 
Derivatives

Stablecoins
Fiat-Backed Stablecoins

Crypto-Backed Stablecoins

Algorithmic Stablecoins

Tokenized Assets
Asset-Backed Tokens

Synthetic Tokens

Claim Tokens
Liquidity Provider Tokens

Staked Assets

Developed by MSCI, Goldman Sachs and Coin Metrics:  
A collaboration that establishes a coherent structure to 
monitor and analyze the digital assets ecosystem.

Defines a common set of metrics 
and characteristics that set the 
market standard for evaluating 
digital assets

Provides both the depth and 
precision required to support the 
analytical needs of Digital Asset 
market participants

�Transparent methodology ���Framework to adapt as the digital 
asset ecosystem evolves

Designed with 
three levels of 
classification:
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The information contained herein (the “Information”) may not be reproduced or disseminated in whole or in part without prior written permission from MSCI. The Information may not be used to verify or correct other data, to create indexes, risk models, or analytics, or in connection with issuing, offering, sponsoring, 
managing or marketing any securities, portfolios, financial products or other investment vehicles. Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an indication or guarantee of any future performance, analysis, forecast or prediction. None of the Information or MSCI index or other product or service constitutes an 
offer to buy or sell, or a promotion or recommendation of, any security, financial instrument or product or trading strategy. Further, none of the Information or any MSCI index is intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to make (or refrain from making) any kind of investment decision and may not be 
relied on as such. The Information is provided “as is” and the user of the Information assumes the entire risk of any use it may make or permit to be made of the Information. NONE OF MSCI INC. OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES OR ITS OR THEIR DIRECT OR INDIRECT SUPPLIERS OR ANY THIRD PARTY INVOLVED IN THE 
MAKING OR COMPILING OF THE INFORMATION (EACH, AN “MSCI PARTY”) MAKES ANY WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS AND, TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, EACH MSCI PARTY HEREBY EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY 
AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. WITHOUT LIMITING ANY OF THE FOREGOING AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, IN NO EVENT SHALL ANY OF THE MSCI PARTIES HAVE ANY LIABILITY REGARDING ANY OF THE INFORMATION FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, 
CONSEQUENTIAL (INCLUDING LOST PROFITS) OR ANY OTHER DAMAGES EVEN IF NOTIFIED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. The foregoing shall not exclude or limit any liability that may not by applicable law be excluded or limited.

The process for submitting a formal index complaint can be found on the index regulation page of MSCI’s website at: https://www.msci.com/index-regulation.

©2022 MSCI Inc. All rights reserved

MSCI is a leading provider of critical decision 
support tools and services for the global 
investment community. With over 50 years of 
expertise in research, data and technology, we 
power better investment decisions by enabling 
clients to understand and analyze key drivers of 
risk and return and confidently build more effective 
portfolios. We create industry-leading research-
enhanced solutions that clients use to gain 
insight into and improve transparency across the 
investment process.

To learn more, please visit www.msci.com
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